The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 4 H 14 N 2 2+ Á-2C 6 H 4 NO 2 À ÁH 2 O, consists of half of a doubly protonated tetramethylenediammonium dication, a pyridine-2-carboxylate anion and half of a solvent water molecule; the dication is located on a centre of inversion and a twofold rotation axis passes through the O atom of the water molecule. The carboxylate group of the anion appears to be delocalized on the basis of the C-O bond lengths. In the crystal structure, the components are linked by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO, N-HÁ Á ÁN and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
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Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 40% probability level for non-H atoms. The superscript a corresponds to symmetry code: -x, -y + 1, -z. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+1/2, −y+3/2, −z+1; (iii) x−1/2, −y+3/2, z−1/2; (iv) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z+1/2; (v) −x+1/2, −y+1/2, −z+1.
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